2026 Library Advisory Board Members
Current members fulfilling terms:

e Sherri McCall
e LeaReed
e Donna Asbill

e Bernadette Thompson

Recommendations to fill open positions:

e Holly Morey (renewal)

e Marsha Rakestraw (renewal)
e Dorothy Foley (renewal)

e Staci Ely (renewal)

e Michelle Graham

e Diana Bevans

e Mary Newport

e Marcia Metzner

If you have any questions or concerns, please call Bernadette Thompson (ext. 196).



RAINS COUNTY ‘Rains County Library Advisory Board Application
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ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS: To serve on the Library Advisory Board for Rains County
Public Library, a candidate must be a resident of Rains County and be at least 18 years of age. A
candidate must not have any conflict of interest that would impede his/her ability to carry out the
duties written in the board by-laws. Candidates must not be delinquent in payment of any
amounts due to Rains County.

MISSION: The mission of the Rains County Public Library Advisory Board is to act as a liaison
between the community and the Commissioner's Court to promote the library's services and
programs and enrich the lives of people so that the quality of life in Rains County is improved.

ROLE: The Board will assist in developing policies, budget proposals, and other important
matters. Board members will serve for a term of two years, with the option to apply for renewal
at the end of term. Meetings are held the fourth Mondays of February, April, June, August, and
October at 5:30pm in the library. Applications will be accepted at the library through the month
of December, and recommendations will be presented to the Commissioner’s court in January for
final appointment.

Name of Applicant: A '«e\ “23‘074“’1”62 e §

Home Address: /3¢ Fm 3324

City: L moiy State: [ Zip: 7 S4¢0

Email Address!  ralecfraend 4@ ya hoo Lo~
Phone Number: G032 8- 201

Are you currently a resident of Rains County? _\/es

How many years have you been a resident of Rains County? S0 yRS

Are you a current member of the Rains County Library Advisory Board?

(X Yes
O No
Why do you want to serve on the Rains County Library Advisory Board?
1o continue se Lpor e 1 of Biesr L bi\qw& ¢

D /fco?'OV‘ ¥ ‘/‘{e Ffee[)ﬂm ‘/n ppc//) O(cf‘f/ /‘Ay
ﬂﬂld ffé“-é 7§r6r¢1 /L){foc /(97[/1’&9/ /6)&25 L//éfc?"r/ﬁkiocf@\&%

Do you currently hold an active card at Rains County Public Library?

& Yes
O No




How will you advocate for the library?
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What applicable skills, experience, and/or perspectlves can you wg to the board?
’7"%12 Qlé///%u Te \)0{/ Qg"*\'ﬁpelému L)JV\IOM.C/Q

+ & /zf%@ov i fegsMV »%pgg &7{}40 fe duy
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Please share your opinion on the importance of libraries.

Os o chi)dD w3+ piysice/ Ssurs He L/J/?rc, @AW,Q;D
G Jis el 10 T vns not D(‘fVLrC(/)Q‘P)w [ \770/3 /uof/ﬂ//%voco
Lid s/ wa /< shoo 1O ‘ﬁ pueai /&)é/{ vh) el B Meed
‘fffu h#-ﬂ[)@

As a public library representing the community of Rains County, one of our main goals is

to provide access to a wide range of materials, information, and ideas. Explain how you are

able to express your thoughts, while remaining open and respectful of others’ viewpoints.

T%ﬂ(/v F%%Def/ 7‘/049 %ﬁﬁ 7////L/<, 7‘%/5 Qiirs %xam
/3 /1(CFS§<<LAIJ.§C(%‘//A€ 0/7/'/1/6 +2 uﬂf/‘om
won D Lre 79 Jrcis s 4/15 Wil pa e u«aQM

/w/vu/ﬁw% .
Slg:Zure of Applicant: A Z{ ' ] ,é L_‘/\ Date: /.7~ 2¢ pviel |
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Rains County Library Advisory Board Application
ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS: To serve on the Library Advisory Board for Rains County
Public Library, a candidate must be a resident of Rains County and be at least 18 years of age. A
candidate must not have any conflict of interest that would impede his/her ability to carry out the
duties written in the board by-laws. Candidates must not be delinquent in payment of any
amounts due to Rains County.

MISSION: The mission of the Rains County Public Library Advisory Board is to act as a liaison
between the community and the Commissioner's Court to promote the library's services and
programs and enrich the lives of people so that the quality of life in Rains County is improved.

ROLE: The Board will assist in developing policies, budget proposals, and other important
matters. Board members will serve for a term of two years, with the option to apply for rencwal
at the end of term. Meetings are held the fourth Mondays of February, April, June, August, and
October at 5:30pm in the library. Applications will be accepted at the library through the month
of December, and recommendations will be presented to the Commissioner’s court in January for

final appointment.

Name of Applicant: Staci Ely
Home Address: 390 N Ist St
City: Point State: Tx__ Zip: 75472
Email Address: _stacilynnely@gmail.com
Phone Number: 9034740024
Are you currently a resident of Rains County? ___yes

How many years have you been a resident of Rains County? 5 yrs

this time Are you a current member of the Rains County Library
Advisory Board? Yes x

No

Why do you want to serve on the Rains County Library Advisory Board? With 32 years of
experience as an educator and reading teacher, I am deeply committed to literacy and
lifelong learning. Libraries have always been an essential partner in my work, supporting
students of all ages and abilities. I would like to serve on the Library Advisory Board to
share my professional perspective, support inclusive and engaging collections, and help
strengthen the library’s role as a vital community resource.



Do you currently hold an active card at Rains County Public Library?
Yes %

No

RAINS COUNTY

Rains County Library Advisory Board Application
How will you advocate for the library? As a 32-year ELA educator, I will
advocate for the public library by bringing a valuable perspective that connects
library services to student success and lifelong literacy. I will champion
equitable access to diverse, high-quality books, support strong literacy
programming for all ages, and defend intellectual freedom with professionalism
and clarity. I will also promote meaningful community involvement by
strengthening partnerships with schools, families, and local organizations,
encouraging inclusive programs and events that reflect community needs, and
ensuring the library remains a welcoming hub for learning, connection, and
civic engagement for all.



What applicable skills, experience, and/or perspectives can you bring to the board?

My skills and experience are important for this position because as an ELA educator

gives me a deep understanding of literacy development, equitable access to resources,

and the critical role libraries play in education and community life. | bring firsthand



experience working with diverse learners, collaborating with families and educators, and

supporting programs that foster reading, research, and lifelong learning. This

background allows me to contribute informed, thoughtful perspectives to board

decisions, advocate for inclusive collections and strong programming, and help



strengthen partnerships between the library, schools, and the broader community.

Please share your opinion on the importance of libraries.



Libraries are important because they are one of the few places where everyone is

welcome, valued, and given equal access to knowledge, stories, and opportunity.



They open doors for children discovering the joy of reading, for teens searching for

identity and belonging, for adults building new skills, and for seniors staying

connected and curious. Libraries are safe spaces that foster imagination,

understanding, and community, offering not just books, but hope, connection, and



lifelong learning. In a world that often divides, libraries quietly bring people

together—reminding us that access to information and stories has the power to

change lives.

As a public library representing the community of Rains County, one of our main goals is
to provide access to a wide range of materials, information, and ideas. Explain how you are

able to express your thoughts, while remaining open and respectful of others’ viewpoints.



Signature of Applicant:
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- Rains County Library Advisory Board Application
ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS: To serve on the Library Advisory Board for Rains County
Public Library, a candidate must be a resident of Rains County and be at least 18 years of age. A
candidate must not have any conflict of interest that would impede his/her ability to carry out the
duties written in the board by-laws. Candidates must not be delinquent in payment of any
amounts due to Rains County.

MISSION: The mission of the Rains County Public Library Advisory Board is to act as a liaison
between the community and the Commissioner’s Court to promote the library's services and
programs and enrich the lives of people so that the quality of life in Rains County is improved.

ROLE: The Board will assist in developing policies, budget proposals, and other important
matters. Board members will serve for a term of two years, with the option to apply for renewal
at the end of term. Meetings are held the fourth Mondays of February, April, June, August, and
October at 5:30pm in the library. Applications will be accepted at the library through the month
of December, and recommendations will be presented to the Commissioner’s court in January for

final appointment.

Name of Applicant: _ Mary Newport
Home Address: 778 RS County Road 1430

City: __ Point State: TX Zip: _ 75472
Email Address: __mary.eliz.sander@gmail.com

Phone Number: _ 214-704-7847

Are you currently a resident of Rains County? _ Yes

How many years have you been a resident of Rains County? __ 3 years
Are you a current member of the Rains County Library Advisory Board?

No

Why do you want to serve on the Rains County Library Advisory Board?

I want to serve on the Rains County Library Advisory Board because I'm passionate about
learning and literacy, and I would like the opportunity to serve my community. I care about the
quality of life of the people within Rains County, and I would like the opportunity to make a
positive impact on their lives.

Do you currently hold an active card at Rains County Public Library?

Yes



RAINS COINTY
Rains County Library Advisory Board Application

How will you advocate for the library?

[ will advocate for the library by actively supporting its interests and promoting the
importance of the programs and services it offers. Additionally, I will serve as an
example of how to utilize the libraries’ programs and services in my personal life by
attending programs such as the Children's Storytime on Wednesday momings and using
my library card to check out reading materials.

What applicable skills, experience, and/or perspectives can you bring to the board?

I believe I would bring a helpful perspective to the Rains County Advisory Board. [ am a
mother to two young children who actively utilize the library, so I am passionate about
maintaining the library’s quality for other young families. In addition to bringing a
mother's perspective to the board, I am a certified E-6 teacher and a former 3rd-grade
reading teacher. I have seen firsthand the importance of literacy in the lives of children.

Please share your opinion on the importance of libraries.

Libraries are a vital part of every community. Libraries serve as a safe place for
community members of all ages to come and access a multitude of free services. Aside
from providing the public with access to reading materials, libraries offer people access
to resources and support they wouldn’t have otherwise.

As a public library representing the community of Rains County, one of our main
goals is to provide access to a wide range of materials, information, and ideas.
Explain how you are able to express your thoughts, while remaining open and
respectful of others’ viewpoints.

As a former teacher, I learned to master the skill of expressing my opinions while
remaining receptive to feedback from others. Instead of being defensive when criticism
was given, I learned to remain calm and encourage dialogue between myself and others. I
understand that people have different opinions and feel it’s important to remain open
when listening to others. While I may not agree with what’s being said, I will respond
with respect and work towards a mutual understanding. I believe that everyone’s opinion
1s important and should be heard.

Mally Mool

Signature of Applicant: Date: 12/30/2025
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RANS COUNTY Rains County Library Advisory Board Application
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ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS: To serve on the Library Advisory Board for Rains County

Public Library, a candidate must be a resident of Rains County and at least 18 years of age. A
candidate must not have any conflict of interest that would impede his/her ability to carry out the
duties written in the board by-laws. Candidates must not be delinquent in payment of any
amounts due to Rains County.

MISSION: The mission of the Rains County Public Library Advisory Board is to act as a liaison
between the community and the Commissioner's Court to promote the library's services and
programs and enrich the lives of people so that the quality of life in Rains County is improved.

ROLE: The Board will assist in developing policies, budget proposals, and other important
matters. Board members will serve for a term of two years, with the option to apply for renewal
at the end of term. Meetings are held the fourth Mondays of February, April, June, August, and
October at 5:30pm in the library. Applications will be accepted at the library through the month
of December, and recommendations will be presented to the Commissioner’s court in January for

final appointment.

M e ceas N "{"/.l“\ ey

Name of Applicant:
H / 7\ L’,J /—)g P l) /j =/ L('i/\
ome Address: o (¢ N > kxlxtu\\l\.-u: I 3L
City: = o roi State: 72X Zip: 754447 L
Email Address: O XY \L_-’ "'r"‘:_i\ v (/Q« Coc l\\ e ]“ A \ k N
Phone Number: ',’ G2 226 177 -7

Are you currently a resident of Rains County? \] & ‘
How many years have you been a resident of Rains County? / ) 7S
i

Are you a current member of the Rains County Library Advisory Board?
3 Yes

E, No

Why ?0 you want to serve on the Rains County Library Advnsory Board? .
\ : ! i
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Do you currently hold an active card at Rains County Public Library?
K Yes
J No
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RANS COUNTY Rains County Library Advisory Board Application

How will you advocate for the library?
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What applicable skills, etperlence, and/or perspectives can you bring to the board?
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\jase share your opinion on the jimportance of libraries. , . N
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Asa public library representing the commumty of Rains County,

one of our main goals is

to provide access to a wide range of materials, information, and ideas. Explain how you are

able to express your thoughts, whlle remaining open and respectful of others’ v1ewpomts.
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RAINS COUNTY Rains County Library Advisory Board Application
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ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS: To serve on the Library Advisory Board for Rains County
Public Library, a candidate must be a resident of Rains County and be at least 18 years of age. A

candidate must not have any conflict of interest that would impede his/her ability to carry out the
duties written in the board by-laws. Candidates must not be delinquent in payment of any

amounts due to Rains County.

MISSION: The mission of the Rains County Public Library Advisory Board is to act as a liaison
between the community and the Commissioner's Court to promote the library's services and
programs and enrich the lives of people so that the quality of life in Rains County is improved.

ROLE: The Board will assist in developing policies, budget proposals, and other important
matters. Board members will serve for a term of two years, with the option to apply for renewal
at the end of term. Meetings are held the fourth Mondays of February, April, June, August, and
October at 5:30pm in the library. Applications will be accepted at the library through the month
of December, and recommendations will be presented to the Commissioner’s court in January for

final appointment.

Name of Applicant: NS N\ DN e o

Home Address: “2{xe QO 2= N\7 X

City: Zoonoryy  Stater™Cu Zip: 75U M .
Email Address: ﬁ-\'\ ™™eC e, @2 Ve zon. N €¥

Phone Number: CKD”;: e N e ~\Ca’9<5(o
Are you currently a resident of Rains County? 5} | —dager)

How many years have you been a resident of Rains County? ears

Are you a current member of the Rains County Library Advisory Board?

2 es
O No
Why do you want to serve on the Rains County Library Advisory Board?
oD e =S\ Ve St Des d& NV e e WIS %;\5
\o SSee \,ﬁ\DC(\—(\-\ oy N \\\Qe‘\x\-o Q\o\\s\—\\&\xg

\.s->b<'\@\‘€\ c»\\“ CO™D \}D(\Q:\m%\\&:j \(Y\‘r S \\) < <\~<

Do you currently hold an active card at Rains County Public Library?

‘//‘24Yes



RAINS COI INTY Rains County Library Advisory Board Application

PUBLIC LIBRARY

How will you advocate for the library?
S TSy \‘5 N e L&(‘MA\\% W\QQQ.&\DA‘»
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—
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What applicable skills, experience, and/or perspectives can you bring to the board?

P was o Sesser e WO e \e\k\
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Please share your opinion on the importance of libraries. '
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As a public library representing the community of Rains County, one of our main goals is
to provide access to a wide range of materials, information, and ideas. Explain how you are
able to express your thoughts, while remaining open and respectful of others’ viewpoints.
e S e sea e o0 Q\&%Q N e TN =
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PUBLIC LIBRARY
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ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS: To serve on the Library Advisory Board for Rains County
Public Library, a candidate must be a resident of Rains County and be at least 18 years of age. A

candidate must not have any conflict of interest that would impede his/her ability to carry out the
duties written in the board by-laws. Candidates must not be delinquent in payment of any

amounts due to Rains County.

MISSION: The mission of the Rains County Public Library Advisory Board is to act as a liaison
between the community and the Commissioner's Court to promote the library's services and
programs and enrich the lives of people so that the quality of life in Rains County is improved.

ROLE: The Board will assist in developing policies, budget proposals, and other important
matters. Board members will serve for a term of two years, with the option to apply for renewal
at the end of term. Meetings are held the fourth Mondays of February, April, June, August, and
October at 5:30pm in the library. Applications will be accepted at the library through the month
of December, and recommendations will be presented to the Commissioner’s court in January for

final appointment.

Name of Applicant: [ Do Thy Foley

Home Address: S35 Fm  Sid

City: Tip ey State: 7. Zip:  /S4q¢0
Email Address:  DfFgley Vo5 yaa Cem
Phone Number: 9,y - 7‘0? ~b6 68

Are you currently a resident of Rains County? /o S

How many years have you been a resident of Rains County? ~ z

Are you a current member of the Rains County Library Advisory Board?

. Yes

O No
Why do you want to serve on the Rains County Library Advisory Board?
Raivs Cp L: \Bﬂﬂr&{ Y My LY SR RNOIN is A Uudnl Gop o {v [Fsser

Aup As Souch The BeohrD SheoiD Be MADe e of Cligens who wasT

_(Q i AWK e Sipe Tle L: beg &{ F\-ysl.f7< Aéle /quéu//-?!ﬂ( 76 Soe ve Al 0 S
G

Do you currently hold an active card at Rains County Public Library?

/ﬁ¥es

(0 No



RANS COUNTY Rains County Library Advisory Board Application
N ' g ‘P\‘mj Y

How will you advocate for the library?
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What applicable skills, experience, and/or perspectives can you bring to the board?
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Please share your opinion on the importance of libraries.
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As a public library representing the community of Rains County, one of our main goals is
to provide access to a wide range of materials, information, and ideas. Explain how you are

able to express your thoughts, while remaining open and respectful of others’ viewpoints.
Qe [’-‘1 Th /Y\l/ll {X}p«’f\(fk.( < 1“-’ ll. FG A FJLO yse P)({ L/-}uf i LFT\LJ'S Cfrﬁ-':_ f—“hiCL
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, [

Signature of Applicant: (74210/70/' @//d{' Date: /2-/2-3%



RAINS COUNTY ‘Rains County Library Advisory Board Application

PUBLIC LIBRARY

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS: To serve on the Library Advisory Board for Rains County
Public Library, a candidate must be a resident of Rains County and be at least 18 years of age. A

candidate must not have any conflict of interest that would impede his/her ability to carry out the
duties written in the board by-laws. Candidates must not be delinquent in payment of any

amounts due to Rains County.

MISSION: The mission of the Rains County Public Library Advisory Board is to act as a liaison
between the community and the Commissioner's Court to promote the library's services and
programs and enrich the lives of people so that the quality of life in Rains County is improved.

ROLE: The Board will assist in developing policies, budget proposals, and other important
matters. Board members will serve for a term of two years, with the option to apply for renewal
at the end of term. Meetings are held the fourth Mondays of February, April, June, August, and
October at 5:30pm in the library. Applications will be accepted at the library through the month
of December, and recommendations will be presented to the Commissioner’s court in January for

final appointment.

Name of Applicant:
Home Address: || Peno St
City: Epo State: TX le 1:,445

Email Address:
Phone Number: QDB)")\ Cila"lb 5
Are you currently a resident of Rains County? Sg 3

How many years have you been a resident of Rains County? \E ) 5'6[“5
Are you a current member of the Rains County Library Advisory Board?

O Yes
& No

Why do you want to serve on the Rains County Library Advisory Board?
ant 1 help Bnaice the Loravy ®Mains G Welcomma, \Nidosive (ing

utlouble resoucce for EVENONE . %\fvmu on Yhe DGy 0\\\)res e EOPiruRY

o ok 0 meummﬁ,\\ W Pack on Yhe hhram's (D¢ 1N e Comm\,m 1.

Do you currently hold an active card at Rains County Public Library?

X Yes

O No
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How will you advocate for the library?
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What applicable skills, experience, and/or perspectives can you bring to the board?

R \mrum Gy, \ rung Biestnand ISONE Ut Aaly_operahiens,
ulren mﬂ\s ond Yhe rmm’m\ Chullena e st engaunter. | alop
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Please share your opinion on the importance of libraries.
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As a public library representing the community of Rains County, one of our main goals is
to provide access to a wide range of materials, information, and ideas. Explain how you are

able to express your thoughts, while remammg\open and respectful of others’ viewpoints.
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ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS: To serve on the Library Advisory Board for Rains County
Public Library, a candidate must be a resident of Rains County and be at least 18 years of age. A

candidate must not have any conflict of interest that would impede his/her ability to carry out the
duties written in the board by-laws. Candidates must not be delinquent in payment of any
amounts due to Rains County.

MISSION: The mission of the Rains County Public Library Advisory Board is to act as a liaison
between the community and the Commissioner's Court to promote the library's services and
programs and enrich the lives of people so that the quality of life in Rains County is improved.

ROLE: The Board will assist in developing policies, budget proposals, and other important
matters. Board members will serve for a term of two years, with the option to apply for renewal
at the end of term. Meetings are held the fourth Mondays of February, April, June, August, and
October at 5:30pm in the library. Applications will be accepted at the library through the month
of December, and recommendations will be presented to the Commissioner’s court in January for
final appointment.

Name of Applicant: 1, 01/ /Dp VAN S

Home Address: _ 3 5 /0 NS K HAM]

City: £,2120y  State: T X Zip: 7544 0

Email Address? b CVANS DIANA 5 @D amsil . C.p
Phone Number: (o lb/)- Gpps. ) ccpn g 2

Are you currently a resident of Rains County? 7\/_&5_

How many years have you been a resident of Rains County? | G VRS
Are you a current member of the Rains County Library Advisory Board?

O Yes

0J No
Why do you want to serve on the Rains County Library Advisory Board?
ENconrRAGE ALl pepple 7o FuTe V 7He LibK /'-)/’t/t/
AND Help hAiwes /\/L;M/? CHi/ DReN The Fey »k
KeADIN 4

Do you currently hold an active card at Rains County Public Library?

B/Yes

O No
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How will you advocate for the library?

SUPPERTING FRIGNDS nF + hée [ 1 15R \/ Wi TH
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What applicable skills, experlence, and/or perspectives can you bring to the board?
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FlieH compuTer « pREANIZATIrBl Skizl o

Please share your opinion on the importance of libraries.
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As a public library representing the community of Rains County, one of our main goals is
to provide access to a wide range of materials, information, and ideas. Explain how you are
able to express your thoughts, while remaining open and respectful of others’ viewpoints.
EveRypne ShoulD Have Hecess To Borks Fog
bnTH EDLULAT LA/ PRRPpS e AS jJell AS
PURE ENJDYMENT ReArine LAN PRIIG.
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Signature of Applicant: /:U/A NI/ /_5p T de ) Date: /é// /b/mlg



